
Who is David Johnson? 

This story begins in a box of old papers and pictures from dad’s 

family. Among the many interesting items was a tin type of a soldier 

in uniform with a note attached with the name “David Johnson”, 

nothing else. So, who is David Johnson? 

When Linda began to research the Wood family tree, the name 

Johnson held no meaning. However, over time she found the 

answer. David Johnson is my Great Great Grand Uncle on my 

father’s mother’s side of the family. He was my Great Grandfather 

Furber’s Uncle, my Great Great Grandmother’s brother. Got that??? 

To make thing even more complicated, Betsy Johnson Furber (My 2 

X Great Grandmother) died at the age of 19 shortly after giving life 

to my Great Grandfather James Harvey Furber. My 2 X Great 

Grandfather Benjamin Furber remarried and had more children. 

Without Linda’s diligence and research Betsy Johnson and her 

brother David may have been lost to history. 

All in all we have little real information on David but, lest we forget, he was important as one of 

America’s unsung heroes.  

The short version, David Johnson was born, married, joined the Union Army in the Civil War as a 

member of the 11th Vermont Infantry (also call the 1st Vermont Heavy Artillery), was involved in the 

defenses of Washington DC for a while, then fought with his regiment in the battles of Spotsylvania 

Court House, North Anna River, Cold Harbor, the Assault on Petersburg. He was captured at the 1st 

Battle for the Weldon Railroad, was held captive at the 

infamous Andersonville prisoner of war camp in 

Georgia where he died. He was buried in the 

Andersonville’s Cemetery where it is believed he rests 

today under Marker #4690.  

I hope that in the future, after I do more research, I will 

fill in the rest of David Johnson’s Story. Where he came 

from, how he lived, how and why he joined the Union 

Army, and why he got to Andersonville Grave Marker 

#4690. 

 

 

This is a photo taken by Adrian Fortenberry of the tin 

type of David Johnson 


