
The Angel Gabriel 

In this story we are going back 10 generations to The Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1635. 

Walter Wood, Jr……Walter Wood, Sr……James Furber…..Benjamin Furber…..Moses Furber…..Joshua 

Furber…..Moses Furber…..William Furber…..William Furber…..William Furber 

 First a little backround: 

In the mid1500’s Martin Luther rejected the teachings of the Catholic Church and helped push the 
movement of the Protestant Reformation.  By the mid 15oo’s there was frustration with the doctrines of 
the Church of England. The Church of England (at that time a Catholic group) separated from the 
Catholic Church and the Pope’s authority because the Pope would not give Henry the 8th a divorce.  By 
the early 1600’s there were those who thought the policies of the Church of England should be changed 
(reformed theology) and those who believed they had to totally 
break away (separatists). Both groups believed in a closer 
adherence to the teachings of the Bible in all aspects of their lives. 
Their convictions did not sit well with everyone in England. 

 The Massachusetts Bay Colony was made up mostly of Puritans 
that were first forced to leave England and then choose to come to 
America. Thousands decided to cross the ocean to live a  life 
dictated by their religious beliefs.  The Colony encompassed areas 
of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island. 
By 1635 Plymouth had been established 14 years, the settlement in 
Boston was 2 years old and Salem was not much older.  The 
Swedish settlements in Delaware and New York were not yet 
established.  It was truly a New World for European embarking on 
The Great Migration. 

In June of 1635, when William Furber was 21, he boarded the ship Angel Gabriel .  The ship was 
part of a group of ships that were crossing with colonist for the Massachusetts Bay Company.  
Most of these travelers knew very little about the land they were to settle.   Some were wealthy 
land owners and some were servants.  Our William was a servant bound to one of the other 
immigrants. The crossing with several other ships was not easy and would get worse.  They had 
no idea they were about to experience a hurricane, a weather event that is uniquely American.  
Climatologists that have studied the reports of ships' captains and settlement leaders have 
determined that the storm was probably a category 3, similar to Hurricane Sandy that impacted 
New Jersey and New York in 2012. The Angel Gabriel had just arrived off the coast of Pemaquid, 
Maine when the storm hit. Most of the colonist had gotten off the ship with enough of their 
belongings to get them through the night. When the ship went down there were four 
passengers and one sailor still on board. One of the four passengers was a man William was 
going to work for. Other people did survive and William made himself useful to John Cogswell, a 
wealthy passenger on the ship. William was later employed by him for a year in Ipswich, 
Massachusetts.  



 

Here at Pemaquid Harbor on August 15, 1635, the 250-ton 
galleon Angel Gabriel was wrecked in a fierce hurricane 
one day after her arrival from Bristol, England. Many of 
the vessel's immigrants to the new world had come ashore 
at the small Pemaquid settlement before the storm struck, 
but several crew members and passengers still aboard the 
ship perished. The surviving passengers eventually 
departed Pemaquid for towns in northeastern 
Massachusetts and southern New Hampshire. 

This marker commemorating the historic voyage and loss 
of the Angel Gabriel was dedicated on August 15, 2010, the 
375th anniversary of the wreck, by descendants of William 
Furber, a 21-year-old passenger who later settled in Dover, 
New Hampshire.  

 

 

 

 

William must have been a hard worker and a value to the community because by 1638 he was 
able to buy a large piece of land on the Dover Neck on the Oyster River north of the area that 
would become Portsmouth, New Hampshire.  In 1644 he went into business as a fisherman 
with Edward Starbuck and Richard Waldron. The three men were given fishing rights on the 

Cochecoe River. By 1652 he had 
purchased the piece of land that is still 
called Furber's Point and now 
encompasses the Great Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge. In 1646 he married 
Elizabeth Clarke.  They had 6 children. He 
and his sons operated a ferry across what 
is now known as Furber Strait, a body of 
water between Little Bay and Great Bay.  
William and all of his sons were active in 
the colony serving in the militia and in 
government offices.  Our descendants of 
William Furber stayed in New Hampshire 
till 1830 when they moved to Vermont.  
Much of their New Hampshire history can 
be found on line in “The History of 
Dover”. 
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