
 WALTER WOOD, Sr.                                                     

 

Walter Wood, Sr was born in 1880 in Philadelphia to Jacob and Lydia 
Wood. He was the youngest of three boys.    Harry was born in 1871.  
Willie was born in 1874, but died in 1877.  The 1880 census shows the 
family lived on Sharswood Street in Philadelphia  Also living in their 
home were two cousins,Elmira Glaes and Anna Creamer, daughters of 
two of Lydia’s sisters. Elimira was much older but Anna was only a year 
older than Walter.   At this time Walter’s father, Jacob, was a shoe 
salesman.  

 The home was in a middle class neighborhood  3 miles northwest of 
Liberty Square and just east of Fairmont Park.   Just south of them was 
the Girard School (later Girard College) and a few blocks west was 
Jefferson Park,  home to the Philadelphia 
National League baseball team, the 
Philadelphia Athletics, from 1883-1890.  
The family attended PE (Protestant 
Episcopal) Church of the Covenant on 
Girard Avenue.  

 With this background and a good education from Banks Business College, 
Walter began his adult life working in 1900 as a broker-clerk.  By then the 
family had moved to 2907 Girard Avenue.  The two cousins were no longer 
living with them but his Uncle Harry was.     

Living down the street at 2925 Girard Avenue was the Furber family. The 
father, James Furber, was born in Vermont and moved to Philadelphia 
after the Civil War. There James Furber met and married Mary Mitchell 
who had moved to the United States from Halifax, England with her family 
in 1867.  James and Mary had four children that lived. Mary Alice and her sister Florence were the 
two oldest and would be close all of their lives. Many of the family pictures are of Mary Alice and 

Florence Furber and Walter Wood at Fairmont Park which was close to 
their homes.  

Walter and Mary Alice married in 1904 at the PE Church of the 
Covenant.  Sometime before 1910 they moved west of the Schuylkill 
River to 1547 North 57th Street where they rented one of many row 
houses.  Walter and Mary Alice had one son, Walter, Jr. , born in 1916.   
The 1920 census shows that they purchased a home at 1547 West Girard. 
At that time Walter’s brother Harry, and Mary Alice’s father , James 
Furber, and her sister, Florence, were living with them. 



In business Walter Sr. did well and advanced into the position of paymaster and then comptroller for 
the Philadelphia Gas Company. The Philadelphia Gas 
Works was purchased by the United Gas Improvement 
Company, a stock held company with a huge network of 
subsidiaries.  All was well for a while, until the stock 
market crash of 1929. It affected everyone in the country. 
After the crash the government passed legislation to try to 
prevent an economic crash from happening again. The 
Public Utility Holding Company Act of 1935 required 
United Gas and companies like it to divest itself of many 
of their subsidiaries. Because of this, sometime between 
1930 and 1935, Walter lost his job and he lost his 
house.  His son, Walter Wood Jr., would have been around 7-10 years old. The family moved to a 
smaller house and Mary’s father and her sister moved with them. Times were difficult for everyone.   

Walter Wood, Jr. often spoke fondly of his Aunt Flossie, 
who was a teacher and his other relatives.  So the changes 
to the household were not terrible for young Walter  . But 
he said that his father never 
fully recovered from the 
emotional impact of losing the 
big house and his good job. In 
Walter’s later years he worked 
for h is brother in law in a 
publishing company. 

They would move one more time before 1940 to 211 Hampden Ave, in a 
suburb of Philadelphia called Narbeth.  Aunt Florence was lived with them 
as did Dorothy Furber, a cousin.  (Dorothy would later introduce young 
Walter to a young girl named Emily.)   

In 1943, at the  age of 63, while in his local 
drugstore Walter had a heart attack.  He 
died a few days later.  Young Walter took emergency leave from his 
military unit to be with his mother. Walter is buried at Fernwood 
Cemetary outside Philadelphia.  Mary Alice is buried beside him. 

 


